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Introduction 

 
This paper reviews the procedure followed by First Presbyterian Church to earn certification in 2010 as 

an Earth Care Congregation2 of the national Presbyterian Church (USA) and recent work toward annual 
recertification for 2011. The purpose of this paper is to inspire and encourage other congregations to conduct 
earth care activities and to consider using Earth Care Congregations as an organizing tool. In addition, Earth 
Care Congregations can serve as a model to other organizations and educators to conduct environmental 
activities that conform to accepted national guidelines for excellence in environmental education3. 

 
Methods 

 
In an effort to receive assistance with energy efficiency and recycling projects, the Property Committee 

at First Presbyterian Church (FPC-Asheville) regrouped the church’s “Green Guerillas” as the Creation Care 
Task Force in 2010. Since the Presbyterian Church (USA) had recently launched its Earth Care Congregations 
(ECC) program, the Task Force consulted with church committee chairs and conducted the environmental audit 
in the ECC document “A Guide to Greening Presbyterian Churches.” The guide provides congregations with 
worksheets, resources and instructions for becoming certified as 
an Earth Care Congregation. FPC-Asheville had previously 
accomplished many environmental improvements and had 
completed enough activities in the audit to earn the required 25 
points in each of four categories (worship, education, facilities, 
and outreach) to apply for certification. The Property Committee 
presented the audit to the Session, the Session affirmed the Earth 
Care Pledge, and PC(USA) approved the application and granted 
certification in November 2010. 

 
In order to make ECC a sustainable program, 

congregations must also identify which activities they will 
complete the next year to receive certification. The Task Force 
agreed on five areas of focus for 2011: solar energy, native 
landscaping, recycling, clean-ups, and Earth Day activities.  

FPC youth prepare to sort trash collected from the 
church after a spaghetti dinner for the trash audit.  

 
Results 

 
 First Presbyterian Church’s initial application for Earth Care Congregation certification—the 

first in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina—documented 37 different activities in all facets of church 
life. The four categories and points earned are Worship (25 points), Education (29 points), Facilities (117 
points), and Outreach (25 points). The activities (verbatim from the guidelines) for 2010 are:  

 
-Number of Sundays that locally grown, pesticide-free flowers were used in the sanctuary: 5 
-Did your church purchase Eco-Palms (sustainably harvested palms) for Palm Sunday? Yes 
-Does your church have an outdoor meditation labyrinth or garden? Yes  

                                                 
1 This paper originally was prepared to accompany a document comparing Earth Care activities of some North Carolina congregations with numerous 
indicators of excellence of the North American Association for Environmental Education. 
2 Earth Care Congregations  http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations/ 
3 Reference: Nonformal Environmental Education Programs - Guidelines for Excellence. 2004. North American Association for Environmental Education 
http://www.naaee.net/publications  
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-Number of guest earth care speakers or programs: 1 
-Number of classes held outside: 1 
-Number of youth projects related to earth care conducted: 1 
-Number of articles/announcements about earth care in the bulletin/newsletter: 3 
-Number of books, games, videos, or other materials with an earth care focus in the church library: 5 
-Number of times email messages about earth care sent to church members: 3 
-Has your church performed an energy audit and implemented at least two of the suggested items? Yes 
-Are your church’s air conditioners high-efficiency models?  All 
-Are your church’s HVAC systems programmable to turn on and off at set times? All 
-Are your church’s HVAC systems zoned so that not all rooms need to be heated/cooled at the same 
time? All 
-Number of outside doors that seal tightly: Most 
-Number of windows that seal tightly: Most 
-Number of windows that are double-pane: Most 
-Number of windows that are covered with plastic or storm windows for energy efficiency: Most 
-Number of fixtures with efficient light bulbs: Most 
-Number of exit signs with light emitting diode (LED) bulbs: Most 
-Amount of discarded paper that is recycled: All 
-Amount of recycled paper purchased: All 
-Number of copies made that were double-sided: About half 
-Approximate amount of aluminum, glass, and plastic recycled: All 
-Amount of purchased paper products made with recycled paper: Most 
-Number of plates used that are reusable: Most 
-Number of cups used that are reusable: All 
-Amount of flatware used that is reusable: All 
-Amount of electronic equipment recycled: All 
-Are church members given the option of receiving the church newsletter via email? Yes 
-Amount of coffee served that is fair trade (for example, from the Presbyterian Coffee Project): All 
-Number of meals with vegetarian choices: All 
-Number of cleaners used that are less toxic, e.g., vinegar, baking soda, salt, borax: All 
-Amount of plants on the church grounds that are native, requiring little watering: About half 
-Does your church have a bike rack on its property? Yes 
-Number of camping trips, nature walks or outings in which your church has participated: 3 
-Number of times a service project related to earth care conducted: 2 
-Does your church share office space with non-profit groups?  Yes 
 
Task groups were formed to address the five focus areas for 2011. The solar energy task group revisited 

previous proposals and looked at new and innovative methods of financing to install solar panels on the church 
roof. The native landscaping task group developed a native plants policy for the church and considered plans to 
enhance the landscaping of the picnic area. The recycling task group involved the youth in conducting recycling 
and trash audits and proposed improvements for increasing recycling and reducing trash. The clean-up task 
group partnered with a local environmental organization to conduct a multi-generational community clean-up 
along the French Broad River. The Earth Day task group organized a week’s worth of activities including a 
creation care worship service, an evening meal with locally produced food, a guest speaker from the City Solid 
Waste Department to talk about recycling, an adult class about the connection between faith and the 
environment, a child’s class about caring for the earth, and an afternoon hike to appreciate God’s creation.  

 
Another project taken on by a few members of the Task Force was to start a community garden at the 

local children’s home, recruiting volunteers from other churches in the Presbytery. The purpose of the garden is 
to provide food for the home, teach volunteers how to grow food, and donate produce to local food banks.  
 

The Creation Care Task Force will apply for recertification on the one-year anniversary by 
documenting a total of 50 points with at least 5 in each of the four categories. 
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